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Background 
 
The Changing Landscape is part of a project funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund to 
develop Bishop's Castle Heritage Resource Centre as a Local History Centre.  It aims to 
select material that will interest educators at all levels. 
 
Introduction 
 
This learning resource is based on Bishop’s Castle and its surrounding parishes, with 
maps and other documents illustrating the changes that have taken place in land tenure, 
land use and employment, buildings, lifestyles and population. 
 
In addition to this material, Bishop's Castle Heritage Resource Centre holds a wide range 
of CDs with images of parish registers, tithe maps and apportionments, as well as paper 
copies and digital images of field maps, copies of estate catalogues, lists of settlement 
orders and apprenticeship indentures that give a picture of life in the countryside in the 
nineteenth and early twentieth century.  These are available for use by researchers and 
educators.  
  
Parishes covered by the resource  
 
The parishes covered by the resource are: 
Bishop’s Castle   Bettwys-y-Crwyn  Bucknell  
Clun     Colebatch   Linley  
Lydham    Lydbury North  Mainstone   
Newcastle    Norbury   Wentnor 
 
We have also gathered material from “over the border” in Wales from Churchstoke and 
Snead 
 
At this stage of its development, the density of material varies across the parishes, but the 
resource will be expanded, and more parishes added, as further material becomes 
available.  
 
Elements of the resource 
 
Photographs 
 

Most of these are photographs of local farming families and activities. The earliest dated 
photograph is of Bishop’s Castle Agricultural Show in 1909. There are a number of early 
twentieth century photographs, but the majority date from the 1940s to the 1970s and 
there are some modern photographs for comparison. As much contextual information as 
possible is included but this is often quite limited, or absent altogether. Research continues 
and fresh information will be added to the resource as it is discovered by BCHRC as a 
Local History Centre. 
 
Sale posters  
 

These sales posters from the House on Crutches Museum’s reserve collection illustrate 
the types of properties that were being bought and sold.  These are mostly 19th century.  
 
 
 



   

 
 
 
Field name maps   
 

Field name maps date from the mid 19th century.  Only a selection of those available at 
BCHRC has been included in this resource, and the full list is printed at the end.  If you 
would like to see any of these do please get in touch with us on 01588 630556.   
 
Billheads 
 

Early billheads illustrate goods for sale, prices and coinage around a hundred years ago.  
 
Oral history recordings 
 

We have included CDs of recordings made over the last 30 years on subjects including: 
 A country childhood and working as a Land Girl near Bishop’s Castle 
 The history of a family farm over several generations 
 Reminiscences of a centenarian of his life in the area, and during the Great 

War. 
 Short extracts covering hiring fairs, dialect and games, including the Farmer’s 

Prayer  (“Recall tape” by kind permission of the South West Shropshire 
Historical and Archaeological Society see below) 

 
Notes re the "Recall tape"  (SWSHAS) 

 
Track 1  Mr Bill Jones (1906-2000) of The Llwyn, Clun, 

formerly of Middle Woodbatch.  Recorded by JBP at Stonehouse 1992. 
About Boer War carbines used at the Boys' School Bishops Castle 
(Headmaster 'Joey Lane'.  Cf Picture and logbook entries quoted in 
"Bishops Castle Well Remembered "Schooldays". 
 

Track 2.  Miss Molly Puckle (1896-1987)  Daughter of Dr H.S.Puckle, Mayor of BC.  
Left BC in 1919 for The Ivy House, Churchstoke.. Interviewed by JBP in Churchstoke 1979.  
SWSHAS 0023: typescript of memories and pictures from her family album  cf photo of "Cookie" 
feeding the chickens on our database. 
 

Track 3  Mr Alf Shakespeare (1904-1992).  Recorded 1987 by JBP at Kerry Green, BC.  
Left school at 14 (memories in Bishops Castle Well Remembered) worked in the Forestry and 
delivering for Bowen the butcher. See also "Railway Memories" on Track 5 
 

Track 4  Mrs. Lucy Hemmings nee Jones  (1906-1998), recorded Union St 1985 by 
JBP.  Worked for Minsterley Creamery, married Jim Hemmings (of the Garage), later Mayor of BC. 
 

Track 5  Mr Alf Shakespeare as above "Bishops Castle Railway. 
 

Track 6  Mr Bert Challinor remembered "Buzz and Bandy" (a local 
name for hockey) being played on the ice at Pontesford as a boy.  He was blind, 
and had sung in a male voice choir. 
This track is from a Radio Shropshire programme, recorded by Richard Walker 
at the Stonehouse. 
See also  Charlotte Burne "Shropshire Folklore" p525 
 

Track 7  "Shropshire dialect".  Mr Harry Fletcher (1898-1989) 
Recorded 1986 at Dog Kennel BC by JBP.  He had been in WW1 (French Foot), married 60 years.  
Remembered Clun May Fair in his youth hearing "a bit in scoots" and "in hobs and girds" 



   

("scoots" still used locally to describe a small corner or strip of land, so "in scoots" = "in parts".   
Jackson's Shropshire Wordbook 1879:  "SCOOTS -  a small irregular piece of ground, an odd 
piece, as of  
cloth"  "HOBS AND GIRDS", Jackson's Shropshire Wordbook - "in fits and starts") 
 

Track 8  "Cock a doodle doo"  Mr Bill Jones, as before.  Recorded 
by JBP after a Stonehouse visit to Acton Scott Working Farm Museum, having 
overheard Mr Jones 'communing' with a cockerel  

 
“Every morning on the farmyard wall 
 There’s a noisy joker never lets you sleep at all. 
Voice like a bugle sound through your head 
 For the noise is loud enough to waken up the dead. 
Cock a doodle do the old cock calling 
 Cock a doodle do the old cock call 
Every morning on the farmyard wall.” 

 
Track 8  "The Farmer's Grace"  Mr Dick Wall, (1902-1989) of Worthen.  Recorded at 

Stonehouse by JBP 
 
  "Let the rich and the great 
   Live in splendour and state. 
  I envy them not, I declare it. 
 
  I have my own lamb, 
   My own chicken, my own ham 
  And I shear my own fleece and I wear it. 
 
  I have lawns, I have bowers, 
   I have fruit, I have flowers, 
  And the lark is my morning alarmer. 
 
  So here's health to you all now, 
   And God speed the plough, 
  And jolly good luck to the farmer!" 
 
 
Other material at BCHRC 
 

As part of the Local History on Your Doorstep project, funded by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, Bishop's Castle Heritage Resource Centre has digitised a wide range of material 
from Shropshire Archives, which can be viewed on computer at BCHRC.  This comprises:  
 Parish registers  
 Tithe maps and apportionments where they exist for a particular parish 
 Vestry books and churchwardens’ accounts where they exist for a particular parish 

Transcriptions of Archdeacon Plymley’s Visitation of South Shropshire in the 1790s 
and early 1800s 

 

In addition we have photocopied census returns for each parish, and copies of 
“Documents Concerning…” booklets produced by Shropshire Archives, which give a taste 
of the material they have available.  These may only be studied at BCHRC, but pages may 
be photocopied if required. 
 
NB Material is subject to copyright and may only be copied for educational purposes.  
Field maps, tithe maps and apportionments are © Shropshire Archives.  Small portions 
may be copied for educational purpose, but if full size maps are required, please contact 
Shropshire Archives on 01743 255355 to arrange to buy them. 
 



   

We have a small reference library and catalogues of resources at Shropshire Archives 
including apprentice indentures, settlement records and education records.  These are not 
available for all parishes. 
  
Searchable resource framework 
 
As well as a printed copy of the resource on the following pages, this pack contains a CD 
with a spreadsheet which can be searched, or sorted on topic or parish as required.  The 
thumbnails in the spreadsheet are hyperlinked to higher resolution copies of the images, 
although it should be noted that as some images may, for example, be scans of an already 
photocopied original, it may not be possible to obtain a high quality printout. 
 
 
Using the resource 
 
The enclosed CD The Changing Landscape Learning Resource contains:- 
 A spreadsheet called The Changing landscape – images, with hyperlinks to: 
  A folder called The Changing Landscape final pictures 
  A pdf of this printed The Changing Landscape resource 
 CDs containing 
  “Recall” extracts from SWHAS 
  Mr Jack Davies 1896 – 2000 reminiscing about his life and World War I 

Alice Jones (nee George) reminiscing about her country childhood at 
Mellington and her life as a land Girl in World War II 
Simon Bedell talking about his family farm through the generations 

 A Read Me with these instructions 
 
Permission is given for educationalists to print extra copies of the resource. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


